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| 4 Who will yiſe up with me againſt the wicked ? 


. N all ages, men who neither feared God, 
SIR « nor * [ man, have combined toge- 
* I ther and formed confederacies, to carry 
DNN on the works of darkneſs. And herein 

they have ſhewn themſelves wiſe in their 
generation; for by this means they more effectually 
promoted the kingdom of their father, the devil, than 
jotherwiſe they could have done. On the other hand, 
men who did fear God and deſire the happineſs of 
their fellow- creatures, have in every age found it 
needful to join together, in order to oppoſe the works 
af darkneſs, to ſpread the knowledge of God their 
Saviour, and to promote his kingdom upon earth. In- 
deed He himſelt has inſtructed them ſo to do. From 
the time that men were upon the earth, he hath taught 
them to join together in his ſervice, and has united 
hem in one body by one ſpirit. And for this very 
end He. has joined them together, that He might deſtroy 
phe works of the de vil, firſt in them that are already unit- 
ed, and by Them in all that are round about them, 
2. This is the original defign of the church of 
hriſt. It is a body of men compacted together, in 
prder firſt, to ſave each his own ſoul, then to aſſiſt each 
ther in working out their ſalvation, and afterwards as 
ar as in them lies, to ſave all men from preſent and 
uture miſery, to overturn the kingdom of ſatan, and 
ſet up the kingdom of Chriſt. And this ought to be 
he continued care and endeavour of every member of 
ais church, Otherwiſe he is not, worthy to be called 
| meer: theren's as he is not a living member of 
Chri n: Lo | 
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3. Accor- 
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| bulk of our nation) of ſome to rh uþ againſt the wicked, © 


bo Accordingly this ought to be the conftant care 1 
and endeavour ot all thoſe, who are united together in - 
Xo 


- theſe kingdoms, and are commonly called The Church 


of England. They are united together for this very je. 
end, to oppoſe the devil and all his works, and to wage mw 
war againſt the worid and the fleſh, his conſtant and di 
faithful allies. But do they in fact anſwer the end of th 
their union ? Are all who file themſelves ** Members ce 
of the church of England” heartily engaged in oppo- tl 
ſing the works of the devil, and 4 againſt the 
world and the fleſh? Alas, we cannot ſay this. So! 
far from it, that a great part, I fear, the greater part a1 
of them, are themſelves te World, the people that! 
know not God, to any ſaving purpoſe : are es, 
day by day, inſtead of mortifying the fleſh, with its affec-| 
tions and defires; and doing themſelves thoſe works of 
= devil, which they are peculiarly engaged to de- 
roy. 4 
FE There is therefore till need, even in this Chiti. 
an Country (as we courteoufly ſtile Great Britain) yea, in 
this Chriſlian Church (it we may give that title to the 


and join together again the evil doers. Nay, there 
was never more need than there is at this day, for ben 
that fear the Lord, to ſpeak often together, on this very 
head. How they may 4½ up a fandard againft the ini. tl 


guity which overflows the land. There is abundant! 
_ cauſe for all the ſervants of God, to join together 


againſt the works of the devil, with united hearts and 
counſels and endeavours, to make a ſtand for God, 
and to repreſs, as much as in them lies, theſe foods off 
ungodlineſs. | : 

c. For this end a few perſons in London, towards the 
cloſe of the laſt century, united together, and after 2 
while were termed, ** The Society for Reformation 
of Manners.” And incredible good was done by them, 
for near forty years. But then moſt of the original: 
members, being gone to their reward, thoſe who ſuc · 
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 ceeded them grew faint in their mind, and departed. 


from the work. So that a few years ago the Society} 


1 1 


ceaſed, nor did any of the kind remain in the * | 


s 
6 6. It is a Society of the fame nature, which has 
eſbeen lately formed. I purpoſe to ſhew, Firſt, The 
n nature of their Defign, and the es they have hither- 
to taken; 2. The Excellency of it, with the various CS 
* jections which have been raiſed againſt it; 3. What 
e manner of men they ought to be, who engage in ſuch a 
d deſign ; and 4. With what Spirit and in what Manner 
f they ſhould proceed, in the proſecution of it. I ſhall 
's | conclude with an Application both to them, and to all 
- that fear God. | 

e 


I. 1. I am, firſt, to ſew the Nature of their Deſign 
ti; and the Steps they have hitherto taken. 
ty It was on a Lord's Day in Auguft 1757, that in a 
„ſmall company, who were met for prayer and religious 
-/* converſation, mention was made of the groſs and open 
2 profanation of that ſacred day, by perſons buying and 
- > ſelling, keeping open ſhop, tippling in alehouſes, and 
> ſtanding or fitting in the * roads or fields, vend- 
| ing their wares as on common days : e 4 
br: feld, which was then full of them every Sunday, 

from one end to the other. It was conſidered, What 
Method could be taken, to redreſs theſe grievances ? 
And it was agreed, That fix of them ſhould in the 
morning wait upon Sir John Fielding for inſtruction. 
They did ſo, He approved of the 2 and directed 
them how to carry it into execution. — 
. They firſt delivered Petitions to the right honour- 
able the Lord Mayor and the Court of Aldermen, to 

the Juſtices fitting at Hic#s-Hall, and thoſe in Weft- 
IF avinfler-ball, And they received from all theſe honor- 
able Benches much encouragement to 7 ae 

3. It was next judged proper, to ſignify their de- 
fign to many perſons of eminent rank, and to the 
body of the Clergy, as well as the Miniſtefs- of other 
} denominations, belonging to the ſeveral churches and 
meetings, in and about the cities of London and Weſt 
= minffer. And they had the ſatis faction to meet with an 
} hearty conſent and univerſal approbation from them; 

4. They then printed and diſperſed, at their own 
+ expence, ſeveral thouſand. books of: — — 
E | Onita- 
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and notices to the offenders. 


| 138 0 g 
Conſtables and other Pariſn- Officers, explaining ande 
inforcing their ſeveral duties. And to prevent, as fa % 
as poſlible, the neceſſity of proceding to an actual exe. Ft} 
cution-of the laws, they likewiſe printed and diſperſed ii 
in all. parts of the town, diſſuaſives from Sabbath - v 
breaking, extracts from acts of parliaments againſt it, a 

5. The way being paved by theſe precautions, it 4 
was in the beginning of the year 1758, that after 


| notices delivered again and again, which were as often { 


ſer at nought, actual informations were made to Ma- 


giſtrates, againſt perſons profaning the Lord's Day. 


i 


' "Herein they were expoſed to abundance of reproach, 


N ripplers and thoſe who entertained them, the alehouſe - 


. 
AD 


more inſtinces than one, they were the very perſons 
before whom the Delinquents were brought. And the 
treatment they gave thoſe who laid the Informations, 


upon the earth. Hence they made no ſcruple, not 
only to treat them with the baſeſt language, not only 
to throw at them mud or ſtones or whatever came to 


and to drag them over the ſtones, or through the ken- ; 
nels. And that they did not murder them, was not 


went on to reſtrain Bakers likewiſe, from ſpending 


By this means they firſt cleared the ſtreets and field? 
of; thoſe notorious offenders, who without any regard 
either to God or the King, were ſelling their wares ! 
trom morning to night. They proceeded to a more 
difficult attempt, the preventing T:ppling on the Lord's 
Day, ſpending the time in alehouſes which ought to 
be ſpent in the more immediate worſhip of God. 


to inſult and abuſe of every kind: having not only the 


keepers, to contend with, but rich and hionourable men, 
partly the landlords of thoſe alehouſe-keepers,' partly F 
thoſe who furniſhed them with drink, and in general 
all who gained by their fins. Some of theſe were not 
only men of ſubſtance, but men in authority; may, in 


naturally encouraged the bea/?s of the people, to follow |: 
their example, and to uſe them as fellows not fit to live 


hand, but many times to beat them without mercy, 
for want of will; but the bridle was in their teeth. 7 
6. Having therefore received help from God, 22 4 


"1 great 


LG 


| (7) 
1N(Yoreat a part of the Lord's Day, in exercifing the works 
fal ſof their calling.“ But many of theſe were more noble 
re. than the Victuallers, They were ſo far from reſent- 
ſed ing this, or looking upon it as an affront, that ſeveral 
h- who had been hurried down the, ſtream of cuſtom, to 
, act contrary to their own Conſcience, ſincerely thanked 

5 r for their labour, and acknowledged it as a real 
it F kindneſs. | 5 | 
er 7. Ia clearing the ſtreets, fields and ale-houſes of 
n ſabbath - breakers, they fell upon another ſort of offend- 
a- ers as miſchievous to ſociety as any, namely, Game- 
v. fers of various kinds. Some of theſe were of the low- 
d eſt and vileſt claſs, commonly called Gamdlers, who 
make a trade of.ſeizing on young and unexperienced 
men, and tricking them out of all their money. And 
e after they have beggared them, they frequently teach 
them the ſame rr of iniquity. Several Neſts of 
d | theſe they have rooted out, and conſtrained not a few 
of them, honeſtly to earn their bread by the ſweat of 
„their brow, and the labour of their hands. 
- 8. Increafing in number and ſtrength, they extend- 
ed their views, and began not only to repreſs. Profane 
7 Swearing, but to remove out of our ſtreets, another 
public nuifance and ſcandal of the chriſtian name, 
Common Proſtitutes. Many of theſe were ſtopped in their 
mid career of audacious wickedae!s. And in order to 
go to the root of the diſeaſe, many of the Howjes that 
entertained them, have been detected, proſecuted ac- 
cording to law, and totally ſuppreſt, And ſome of 
the poor, deſolate women themſelves, tho' fallen to 


A 
IN. 
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« The loweſt line of human infamy, “ 


have acknowledged the gracious providence af God, 
and broke off their fins by laſting repentance. Several 
of theſe: have been placed out, and ſeveral received 
into the Magdalen Hoſpital. | © 

| 9. If alittle — 2 may be allowed, who can ſuf- 
1 "<p ficiently 3 


4 | * They did not mean by this, The Reſtraining them from baking 
; proviſion for the Poor. 
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1 1 
15 admire the wiſdom of Divine Providence, in 
the diſpoſal of the times and ſeaſons, ſo. as to ſuit one 
occurrence to another? For inſtance. Juſt at a time 


when many of theſe poor ereatures, being ſtopt in their 
courſe of fin, found a defire of leading a better liſe, 


as It were in anſwer.to that ſad queſtion, ** But if I . 


_ the way I now am in, what can I do to live? For 


IJ am not miſtreſs of any trade; and I have no friends 
that will receive me: I fay, juſt at this time, God 


Has prepared the Magdalen Hoſpital. Here thoſe who 
have no trade, nor any friends to receive them, are 
received with all tenderneſs. Here they may live, 


and that with comfort, being provided with all things, 
that are needful for life and * "no IR ; 
10. But to return, The number of perſons 4; 
brought to juſtice, from Auguff 1757, to Auguſt 1762, 
From thence to the preſent time. i 
For unlawful Gaming, and profane Swear- | 
ing, | 

For Sabbath-breaking, 8 | 
Lewd Women and keepers of ill Houſes, $50 
For offering to ſale obſcene Prints, 2 
In all, 10588 


11. In the admiffion of members into the ſociety, 
no regard is had to any particular ſect or party. 
Whoever is found upon enquiry to be a good man, is 
readily admitted. And none who has ſelfiſh os pecu» 
niary views, will long continue therein: not only be- 
cauſe he can gain nothing thereby, becauſe he would 
Quickly be a loſer: inaſmuch as he muſt commence + 
ſubſcriber, as ſoon as he is a member. Indeed the 
vulgar cry is Theſe are all Whirfelites.” But it is 
a great miſtake, About twenty of the conſtantly ſub- 
ſeribing members, are all that are in connexion with 
Mr. Wh:tefield, About fifty are in connexion with Mr. 
Meſiey. About twenty, who are of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, have no connexion with either : and about 
ſeventy are Diſſenters, who make in all an hundred 
and ſixty. There are indeed many more, who affiſt 


in the work by occaſional ſubſcriptions, „ 
| | II. 1. Theſe. _ 


191 


II. 1. Theſe are the feps which have been hitherto 
Aken, in proſecution of this deſign. I am in the ſe· 
ond place, to ſhew, the excellency thereof, notwith- 
Manding the objections which have been raiſed againſt 
. Now this may appear from ſeveral conſiderations. 
And firſt, from hence. That the making an open 
Mand, againſt all the ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs, 
Irhich overſpread our land as a flood, is one of the 
Pobleſt ways of confeffing Chriſt in the face of his ene- 
ies. It is giving glory to God, and ſhewing man- 
Find, that even in theſe dregs of time. 


40 There are, who faith prefer, 
Tho' few, and piety to God,” 


I 
4 nd what more excellent, than to render to God, the 


' Kionour due unto his name? To declare by a ſtronger 


proof than words, even by ſuffering, and running all 
hazards, Yerily there is a reward for the righteous ; doubi- 
% there is a God that judgeth the earth ?- 
2. How excellent is the defign, to prevent in any 
"Wegree, the diſhonour done to his glorious name, the 
FJeontempt which is poured on his authority, and the 
"Weandal'brought upon our holy religion, by the groſs, 
Aagrant wickedneſs of thoſe who are ſtill called by the 
name of Chriſt? To ſtem in any degree the torrent of 
rice, to repreſs, the floods of ungodlineſs, to remove 
n any meaſure thoſe occafions of blaſpheming the 
;}Fworthy name whereby we are called, is one of the 
nobleſt deſigns that can poſſibly enter into the heart of 
nan to conceire. | 
3. And as this defign thus evidently tends: to bring 
¶lory to God in the higheſt, ſo it no leſs manifeſtly con- 
duces, to the - eſtabliſhing peace upon earth, For as all 
F fin directly tends, both to deſtroy our peace with God, 
3 byfetting him at open defiance, to baniſh peace from 
Jour own breaſts, and to ſet every man's ſword againſt- 
his neighbour: ſo whatever prevents or removes ſing. 
does in the ſame degree promote peace, both peace in 
our own ſoul, peace with God, and peace-with one 
another. Such are the genuine fruits of this deſign; 
| | even 


f 
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4 ak e 
even in the preſent world. But why ſhould we conſine 
our views to the narrow bounds of time and ſpace? 
' Rather paſs over theſe into eternity. And what fruit W: 
of it ſhall we find there? Let the apoſtle ſpeak ; re - 
thren, if one of you err from the truth, and one convert bim 
(not to this or that opinion, but to God) let him Fnoqw, | 
that be who converteth a finner from the error f his way, 
Hall ſave a ſoul from death, and hide a multitude of | fins, 
Jam. v. 19, 20. „ e ee ene 
4. Nor is it to individuals only, whether thoſe who ? 
| betray others into ſin, or thoſe that are liable to be 
| betrayed and deſtroyed by them, that the benefit of 
this deſign redounds, but to the whole community 
whereof we are members. For is it not a ſure obſer- | 
| vation, righteonſne/3 exalteth a nation? And is it not as 
ſure on the other hand, that /in is @ reproach to any 
| | people? yea, and bringeth down the curſe of God up- 
on them? So far therefore as righteouſneſs in any 
branch is promoted, ſo far is the national intereſt 
advanced. So far as ſin, eſpecially, open ſin is re- 
itrained, the curſe and reproach are removed from us. 
| Whoever therefore they are that labour herein, the 
are general benefactors. They are the trueſt friends 
of their king and country. And in the ſame propor- 
tion as their defign takes place, there can be no doubt, 
hut God will give national proſperity, in accompliſh- i 
LH} ment of his faithful word, Them that honour me, I will 
vent ll od | vg 7 
ti 5. But it is objected, © However excellent a deſignn 
| this is, it does not concern 30. For are there not 
| perſons, to whom the repreſſing theſe offences and pu- 
niſhiag the offenders properly belong? Are there not 
| conſtables and other pariſh officers, who are bound by 
oath to this very thing?“ There are. / Conſtables and 
church-wardens in particular, are engaged by ſolemn 1 
oathg; to give due information againſt profaners of the 
Lord's day, and'all other ſcandalous ſinners. But if ? 
they leave it undone, if notwithſtanding their oaths, | 
they trouble not themſelves about the matter, it con- 
cerns all that fear God, that love mankind, and that win 
well to their king and country, to purſue this deen 
3900 | | wit 
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ine ¶ with the very ſame vigour, as if there were no ſuch 
er? Wofficers exiſting. It being juſt the ſame thing, if they 
uit Ware of no uſe, as if they had no being. 

te-. 6. But this is only a pretence: their real deſign 
1 is to get money by giving information,” So it has fre- 
W, Fquently and roundly been affirmed ; but without the 
2, leaſt ſhadow of truth. The contrary may be proved by 
%5, a thouſand inſtances : no member of the ſociety, takes 
any part of the money which is by the law allotted to 
the informer. They never did from the beginning: 
nor does any of them ever receive any thing, to ſup- 
7 preſs or withdraw their information. This is another 
& miſtake, if not wiltul ſlander, for which there is not. 
the leaſt foundation. ; 

7. But the deſign is impracticable. Vice is riſen 
to ſuch an head, that it is impoſſible to ſuppreſs it: 
eſpecially by ſuch means. For what can an handful 
of poor people do, in oppoſition to all the world?“ 
With men this is impaſſible, but not with God. And they 
truſt not in themſelves but him. Be then the patrons 
of vice ever ſo ſtrong, to him they are no more than 

3 graſshoppers. And all means are alike to him. It is 
the ſame thing with God zo deliver by many or by few. 
, The ſmall number therefore of thoſe who are on the 
Lord's ſide is nothing, neither the great number of 
thoſe: that are againſt him. Still he doth whatever 
I pleaſeth him. And there is no counſel or flrength againſt 
Ihe Lord. ; | | 
8. But if the end you aim at, be really to reform 
ſinners, you chuſe the wrong means. It is the word 
of God muſt effect this, and not human laws. And it 
is the work of miniſters not of magiſtrates. Therefore 
the applying to theſe can only produce an outward re- 
formation. It makes no change in the heart“ 
It is true the word of God is the chief, ordinary 
means, whereby he changes both the hearts and lives 
of finners: and he does this .chiefly by the miniſters of 
tbe goſpel. But it is likewiſe true, that the magiſ-- 

3 trate is the mini er God: and that he is deſigned of 

God: to be à terrar to evil daers, by executing human 
lam upon them. If this does not change the heart, 
| yet 


— 
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yet to prevent outward fin, is one valuable point gain- | 
ed. There is ſo much the lefs diſhonour done ſto 
God, leſs ſcandal brought on our holy religion, leſs 


curſe and reproach upon our nation, leſs temptation 


laid in the way of others, Yea, and leſs wrath heaped 


up by the finners themſelves againſt the day of de 


wrath. 


9. Nay, rather more: for it makes many of them 


hypocrites, pretending to be what they are not. O- 
thers, by expoſing them to ſhame, and putting them 
to expence, are made impudent and deſperate in wick- 7 
edneſs: ſo that in reality none of them are any better, 


if they are not worſe than they were before.” 


14 

This is a miſtake all over. For 1. Where are theſe 
hypocrites ? We know none who have pretended to be 
what they are not. 2. The expofing obſtinate offenders 
to ſhame, and puttingthem to expence, does not make 
them defperate inoffending, but afraid to offend, 3. 


Some of them, far from being worſe, are ſubſtantiall 
better, tne whole tenor of their lives being change 
Yea 4. Some are inwardly changed, even from darkneſs 
to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, 

10. + But many are not convinced, that buying or 


ſelling on the Lord's day is a fin.” © 


If they are not convinced, they ought to be: it is 
high time they ſhould. The caſe is as plain as plain 


can be. For if an open, wiltul breach. both of the 


lay of God and the law of the land, is not fin, pray 
what is ? And if ſuch a breach both of divine and hu- 
man laws is not to be puniſhed, becauſe a man is not 
convinced it is a fin, there is an end of all execution 
of juſtice, and all men may live as they liſt. 

11. But mild methods ought to be tried firſt.” 


They ought. And ſo they are. A mild admonition 
is given to every offender, before the law is put in 
execution againft. him: nor is any man proſecuted, 


till he has expreſs notice, that this will be the caſe, 
unleſs he will prevent that proſecution, by removing 
the cauſe of it. In every caſe the mildeſt method is 


uſed, which the nature of the caſe will bear: nor are 
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yerer means ever applied, but when they are abſo- 
tely neceſſary to the end. : 
12. Well, but after all this ſtir about reformation, 
hat real good has been done? Unſpeakable good ; 
nd abundantly more, than any one could have ex- 
pected, in ſo ſhort a time, conſidering the ſmall num- 
Per of the inſtruments, and the difficulties they had 
Mo encounter. Much evil has been already prevented, 
nd much has been removed. Many finners have 
Dcen outwardly reformed; ſome have been inwardly 
Fhanged. The honour of him whoſe name we bear, 
Jo openly affronted, has been openly defended. And 
it is not eaſy to determine, how many and how great 
| Fbleffings, even this little ſtand, made for God and his 
 Fecauſe, againſt his daring enemies, may already have 
1 derived upon our whole nation. On the whole then, 
after all the objections that can be made, reaſonable 
men may ſtill conclude, a more excellent deſign could 
Ffcarce ever enter into the heart of man, 


III. 1. But what manner of men ought they to be, 
who engage in ſuch adefign ? Some may — any 
chat are willing to aſſiſt therein, ought readily to be 

admitted; — that the greater the number of the 

members, the greater will be their influence. But 
chis is by no means true; matter of fact undeniably 
proves the contrary. While the former ſociety for 
re formation of manners, conſiſted of choſen members 
only, tho' neither many, rich, nor powerful, they 
droke thro? all oppoſition, and were eminently ſuc- 
ceſsful in every branch of their undertaking. But 
when a number of men, leſs carefully choſen, were 
received into that ſociety, they 4 leſs and leſs 
_ till by inſenfible degrees, they dwindled into 
nothing. 
=" The number therefore of the members is no more 
to be attended to, than the riches or eminence. This 
is a work of God. It is undertaken in the name of 
God, and for his ſake. It follows, that men who 
neither love nor fear God, have no part or lot in this 


matter, #hy takefl thou my covenant in thy mouth, = 


eam out of his own eye, Let him be himſelf unblame- 


truſling in him <vho raiſeth the dead. . : 
highly needful every man ſhould 


indeed ſo terrible, that all who confer with fleſh and | 


(4 ) 
God ſay to any of theſe, whereas thou thyſelf hat 1b 


Ze reformed, and have caſt my words behind thee ? Who- 


ever therefore lives in any known fin, is not fit to en- 


gage in reforming ſinners. More eſpecially if he is 
| guilty in any inſtance, or in the leaſt degree, of pro- 


ning the name of God, or buying, or ſelling or do- 
ing any unneceſſary work on the Lord's day, or offending 
in any other of theſe inſtances, which this ſociety is pe- 
culiarly deſigned to reform. No: let none who ſtands 
himſelf in need of this re formation, preſume to med- 
dle with ſuch an undertaking. Firſt, let him pull the 


| 


. N 


able in all things. 

3. Not that this will ſuffice. Every one engaging 
herein, ſhould be more than a harmleſs man. He 
ſhould be a man of faith : having at leaſt ſuch a degree 
of that evidence of things not ſeen, as to aim not at the | 
#bings that are ſeen, which are temporal, but at thoſe that | 
are not ſeen, which are eternal ſuch a faith, as pro- 
duces a ſteady car of God, with a laſting reſolution, } 
by his grace to abſtain from all that he has forbidden, 
and to Yo all that he has commanded. He will more 
eſpecially need, that particular branch of faith, con- 
#ence-in God, It is this faith which removes mountains, 
which grenches the violence of fire, which breaks thro* 
all oppoſition, and enables one to ſtand againſt and 
chaſe a thouſand, knowing in whom his ſtrength lies, 
and even when he has the /entence of death in himPelf, | 


4. He that has faith and confidence in God, will of 
conſequence be a man of courage. And ſuch it is 
; mY who engages in 

this undertaking. For many things will occur in the 
eeution thereof, which are terrible to nature; 


#$1ood will be afraid to incounter them. Here therefore 
true courage has its proper place, and is neceſſary in 
the higheſt degree. And this, faith only can ſupply. 2 
A believer can ſay, Sas 1 $ 


* 8 


* * 
* 
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I fear no denial; 
No danger I fear: 


Nor ſtart from the trial; 
i Por Jeſyp is near. 
.F. To courage, patience is nearly allied: the one re- 


g garding future, the other preſent evils. And whoe- 
ver joins in carrying on a deſign of this nature, will 
have great occaſion tor this. For notwithſtanding all 
his unblameableneſs, he will find himſelf juſt in h- 
e mael*s fituation, bis hand againff every man, and every 
man's hand againſt him. And no wonder. If it be 

true, that all aubo will live godly, ſhall ſuffer perſecution, 
g how eminently muſt this be fulfilled in them, who 
e not content to live godly themſelves, compel the un- 
e godly to do ſo too, or at leaſt to refrain from notori- 
e cous ungodlineſs? Is not this declaring war againſt all 
the world? Setting all the children of the devil at des 
„ fiance?., And will not ſatan himſelf, the prince of this 
world, the ruler of the darkneſs thereof, exert all his 
7 ſubtlety and all his force, in ſupport of his tottering 
kingdom? Who can expect, the roaring lion will tamely 
ſubmit to have the prey plucked out of his teeth? 77 
LLave therefore need of patience, that when ye have done 
e will of God ye may receive the promiſe. 


, 
6 And ye have need of feddine/, that ye may hold 
þ 
ö 


aft this profeſſion of your faith auithout wavering, This 
I alſo ſhquld be found in all that unite in this ſociety ; 
whieb is not a taſk for a donble- minded man, for one that 
is unflable in his ways. He that is as a reed ſhaken 
with the wind, is not fit for this warfare, which de- 
mands a firm purpoſe of ſoul, a conſtant, determined 
reſolution. One that is wanting in this, may ſet Bis 
7 hand to the but how ſoon will he loot back? He 
may indeed endure for a time. But when perſecution or 
I 2ribulation, public or private troubles, ari/e becauſe of 
be work, immediately he is offended. ; Ea 
7. Indeed it is hard for any to perſevere in ſo un- 
leaſing a work, unleſs love overpowers both pain and 
ear, And therefore it is highly expedient that all en- 
gaged therein, have the love of God. ſbed abroad in their; 


arts ;: 
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hearts: that they ſhould all be able to declare, wwe love | 
him, becauſe he fir loved us. The preſence of bim 
whom their ſoul loveth, will then make their labour 
light. They can then ſay, not from the wildneſs of | 
an heated imagination, but with the utmoſt truth and 
ſoberneſs. ann k 


With thee converſing, I forget 
All time, and toil, and care: 
Labour is reſt, and pain is ſweer, 

While thou, my God, art here, 


| t! 
8. What adds a ftill greater ſweetneſs even to labour . 
and pain, is the chriſtian love of our neighbour, When | 
they love their neighbour, that is, every ſoul of man as 
themſelves, as their own ſouls : when the love of Chrifl 
confirains them to love one another, even as he lowed us; 
when, as he led death for every man ſo they are ready | 
to lay down their life for their brethren, (including in that 
number, every man, every ſoul for which Chriſt died:) 
what proſpect of danger will then be able to fright them 
from their labour of love; What ſuffering will they 
not be ready to undergo, to ſave one ſoul from ever- 
laſting burnings? What continuance of labour, diſap- 
pointment, pain, will vanquiſh their ft reſolution? 
will they not be i 4 


4 *Gainſt all repulſes ſteeled, nor ever tired, 
With toilſom day, or ill-ſucceeding night?“ 


So love both hoperh and endureth all things. So charity © 
never faileth. h 4 
9. Love is neceſſary for all the members of ſuch a 
ſociety, on another account likewiſe; even brcauſe it 
I not puffed up; it produces not only courage and pa- 
tience, but Humility, And O! how needftut is this | 
for all who are ſo employed! What can be of more 
importance, than that they ſhould be little, and mean, 
and baſe, and vile in their own eyes? For otherwiſe, 
ſhould they think themſelves any thing, ſhould they 
impute any thing to themſclyes, ſhould they _— any 
s ing 


4 
hing of a þharifeic ſpirit, erufling in tbemſelves that they 
were righttous, and d/piſmg others: nothing could more 
Hirectly tend to overthrow the whole defign. For then 
Whey would not only have all the world, but alſo God 
Mimſelf to contend with; ſeeing he rgfileth the proud, 
und givetb grace only to the humble. Deeply conſcious 
Wherefore ſhould every member of this ſociety be, of 
is own fooliſhneſs, weakneſs, helpleſſneſs : continually 
hanging with his whole ſoul upon him, who alone hath 
Friſdom and ſtrength, with an unſpeakable conviction, 
hat zhe help which is done upon earth, God doth it hints 
/: and that it is he alone who worketh in us, both to 
\ ill and to do, of his good pleaſure. | 
10. One point more. Whoever engages in this deſign 
 Siſhould have deeply impreſt on his heart, namely, that 
he wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God. 
Let him therefore /arn of him avbo wvas meek as well as 
Bowly. And let him abide in meekneſs as well as hu» 
nility: With all lowlineſs and meetneſi, let him walk 
prthy of the vocation wherewith he is called. Let him 
e gentle toward all men, good or bad, for his own 
; ake, for their ſake, for Chriſt's fake. Are any zgno- 
Fart and out o the way? Let him have compaſſion upon 
hem. Do they even oppoſe the word and the work of 
Bod, yea ſet themſelves in battle array againſt it? So 
uch the more hath he need, in meekne/5 to infirudl. 
o/e abo thus oppoſe themſebves, it haply they may awake 
put 45 the 2 of the devil, and no more be taken captive 
wt His will, | 


þ IV. 1. From the qualifications of thoſe who are pro- 
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Per to engage in ſuch an undertaking as this, I proceed 

o ſhew, Fourthly, With what fir:i7, and in what man- 
er, it ought to be purſued. Firſt, with what ſpirit. 
Now this firſt regards the motive which is to be preſerve 
d, in every ſtep that is taken, For ij, at any time the 
ebe which is in thee be darkneſs, how great is that dark- 
% But if thine eye be fingle, thy whole body ſhall be full 
Nit. This is therefore continually to be remem- 
Pered, and carried into every word and action. No- 
hing is to be ſpoke or done, either great or ſmall, 


66) 


with a view to any temporal n : nothing with 
e 


A view to the favour or eſteem, the love or the praiſe 
of men, But the intention, the eye of the mind is al- 
ways to be fixt on the glory of God and good of man. 

2. But the ſpirit with which every thing is to be 
done, regards the temper as well as the motive. And 
this is no other than that, which has been deſcribed 
above. For the ſame courage, patience, ſteddineſs, 
which qualify a man for the work, are to be exerciſed 
therein. Above all, let him take the /hield of faith: 
this will quench. a thouſand fiery. darts. Let him exert 
all the faith which God has given him, in every trying 
hour. And let all his doings be done in lowe : never let 
this be wreſted from him. Neither muſt mam waters 

2 this love, nor the floods of ingratitude drown it. 

t likewiſe that lowly ind be in him, which was alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Vea, and let him be cloathed wwith humi- 
Ai, filling his heart, and adorning his whole beha- 
viour. At the ſame time, let him put on boxwels of mer-! 
cies, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering : avoiding the leaſt appear- 
ance of malice, bitterneſs, anger or reſentment; || 
knowing, it is our calling, not to be overcome of ewil,| 
Gut to overcome evil with good. In order to preſerve! 
this humble, gentle love, it is. needful to do all things 
with recollection of ſpirit, watching againſt -all burry,. or) 
diſſipation of thought, as well as againſt pride, wrath, 
or ſurlineſs. But this can be no otherwiſe preſerved} 
than by continuing inſlaut in prayer, both before and 
after he comes into the field, and during the whole 
action; and by doing all in the Hpirit of ſacrifice, offer-|# 
ing all to God, thro? the Son of his love. 

3. As to the outward manner of acting, a general 
rule is, Let it be expreſſive of theſe inward rempers# 
But to be more particular. 1. Let every man beware 
not to do evil that good may come. Therefore putting 
way all dying, let every man ſprak the truth to bis neigb- 
Sour. Uſe no fraud or guile, either in order to dete 
or to puniſh any man, but y fmplicity and godly fincerig 
commend yourſelf to mens conſciences in the fight f God. 
It is probable, that by your adhering toitheſe rules, 
fewer offenders will be convicted. But ſo much the 

Ty more 


dis work, the firſt advice I would give you is, 
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more will the bleſſing of God accompany the whole 
undertaking. £ To © vue ö 
4. But let Innocence be joined with Prudence, pro- 
perly fo called. Not that offspring of hell, which the 
world calls: Prudence, which is mere Craft, Cunning, 
Diſſimulation: but with that evi/dom from above, which 
our Lord peculiarly recommends to all, who would 
promote his kingdom upon earth. Be ge therefore 
qviſe as ſerpents, while ye are Harmleſi as doves. This 
wiſdom will inſtruct you, how to ſuit your words and 
whole behaviour, to the perſons with whom you have 
to do, to the time, place, and all other circumſtances, 


It will teach you to cut off occaſion of offence, even 


from thoſe who ſeek occaſion, and to do things of the 
moſt offenſive nature, in the leaſt offenfive manner that 
is poſſible. a ; 

5. Your manner of ſpeaking, particularly to Offenders, 
ſhould be at all times deeply ſcrious, (left it appear like 
inſulting or triumphing over them) rather inclining to 
ſad :- ſhewing that you pity them, for what they do, and 
ſympathize with them in what they ſuffer, Let yous 
air and tone of voice, as well as words, be diſpaſſonate, 
calm, mild: yea, where it would not appear like difli- 
mulation, even Lind and friendly. In ſome cafes, where 
it will probably be received as it is meant, you may pros 
Heſs the good-wwill you bear tbem: But at the ſame time 
(that it may not be thought to proceed from fear, or 


Fi any wrong inclination) profeſſing your intrepidity and 


inflexible reſolulion, to oppoſe and puniſh vice to the 


I uttermoſt. 


V. 1. It remains only to make ſome &pplication of 
what has been ſaid, partly to Vou who are already en- 
gaged in this work, partly to all' that fear God, and 
more eſpecially to them that love as well as fear him. 
With regard to You, who are already 2 in 
Calm 
and deeply to conſider, the nature of your c | 
Know what you are about; be throughly acquainted 
with:what you have in hand. Confider the objections 
which are made to the whole of your — 
* | | An 


( 2005 

And before you proceed, be ſatisfied that thoſe objer- 
tions have no real weight. Then may every man a&, 

as he is fully perſuaded in his own mind. 5 
2. I adviſe you, ſecondly, be not in haſte, to increaſe 
your number. And in adding thereto, regard not 
wealth, rank, or any outward circumſtance. Only re- 
gard the qualifications above defcribed. Enquire dili- 
gently, Whether the perſon propoſed be of an wnblam- 
able carriage, and whether he be a man of fa:th, courage, 
patience, fleddineſs ? Whether he be a lover of God and 
man? If ſo, he will add to your ſtrength as well as 
number. If not, you will loſe by him more than you 
gain. For you will diſpleaſe God. And be not afraid 
to purge out from among you, any who do not anſwer 
the preceding character. By thus leſſening your num- 
ber, you will increaſe your ſtrength : you will be we/- 
feli meet for your maſter _ | | 
3. I would, thirdly, adviſe you, narrowly to obſerve 
from what motive, you at any time act or ſpeak, Be- 
ware that your Intention be not ſtained, with any re- 
gard either to profit or praiſe. Whatever you do, do 
t to the Lord, as the ſervants of Chriſt. Do not aim 
2 yourſelf in any point, but pleaſing Him 
whoſe you are, and whom you ſerve, Let your eye 
be fingle, from firſt to laſt: eye God alone in every 
word and work. | | 
4. I adviſe you, in the fourth place, ſee that you | 
do every thing in a right temper ; with lowlineſs and | 
meekneſs, with 93 and gentleneſs, worthy the 
goſpel of Chriſt. Take every ſtep truſting in God, 
ad in the moſt tender, loving ſpirit you are able. 
Mean time watch always, againſt all hurry and diffipa- Þþ 
tion of ſpirit, and pray always with all earneſtneſs and 
rſeverance, that your faith fail not. And let nothing 
interrupt that ſpirit of ſacrifice, which you make of all 
ou have and are, of all you ſuffer and do, that it may 
be an offering of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to God thro? 

Jeſus Chriſt, 

5. As to the manner of acting and ſpeaking, I adviſe 
ou to do it with all innocence and fimplicity, gudence 
and ſeriouſneſs, Add to theſe, all poſſible calmneſs and 
Tr 5 mildneſs; 
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mildneſs; nay, all the tenderneſs which the caſe will 
bear. You are not to behave as butchers or han men, 
but as ſurgeons rather; who put the patient to no more 
pain than 1s neceſſary, in order to the cure. For this 

urpoſe, each of yo likewiſe has need of a lady's 
end with a lion's heart.” So ſhall many even of 
them you are conſtrained to puniſh, glorify God in the 
day of wifitation. 

6. I exhort* all of you who fear God, as ever you 
hope to find mercy at his hands, as you dread being 
found (tho* you knew it not) even to fight againſi God: 
Do not on any account, reaſon, or pretence wha: ſoever, 


either directly or indirectly, oppoſe or hinder ſo merei- 


ful a defign, and one ſo conducive to his glory, But 
this is not all: If you are lovers of mankind, if you 


long to leſſen the fins and miſeries of your fellow-crea« 
tres; can you ſatisfy yourſelves, can you be clear be- 
fore God, by barely not oppoſing it? Are not you alſo 
bound by the moſt ſacred ties, as you have opportunity to 
do good to all men? And is not here an opportunity of 


doing good to many, even good of the higheſt kind ? 
In the name of God then, embrace the opportunity, 


Aſſiſt in doing this Good, if no otherwiſe, yet by your 
earneſt prayers, for them who are immediately employ-. 
ed therein. Aſſiſt them, according to your ability, to 
defray the expence which SET: WI it, and 
which, without the aſſiſtance of charitable perſons, 
would be a burden they could not bear. Aſſiſt them, 
if you can without inconvenience, by quarterly or year- 
ly ſubfcriptions. At leaſt, aſſiſt them now: Uſe the 
23 hour, doing what God puts into your heart. 

t it not be ſaid, that you ſaw your brethren labouring 
for God, and would not help them with one of your 


| fingers, In this way, however, come to the help of the 


Lord, to the belp of the Lord, againſt the mighty ! 
7. 1 have 3 her . upon yon who love, as 
2 N fear, He — you fear, whom you 
as qualified or promoting his work in a 
more * way. ” Becauſe you low God you love 


your brother alſo ; You love not only your friends, but 
your enemies; not only the friends, but even the ene- 


WW True, all—but-God;-all—bur Chriſt, : But he ought 
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mies of God. You have pr? on, as the cle of God, low- 
lincſi, gentleneſs, long-ſuffering. You have faith in God, 
and in Jeſus Chritt whom he bath ſent: faith which 
overcometh the world. And hereby you conquer both 


evil ſhame, and that fear of man which bringeth a ſnare: 


ſo that you can fand with boldneſs before them that deſpiſe 


Jou, ant make no accouut , your lahours. Qualified then 


as you are, and armed for the fight, will yow be like the 
children of HApbraim who being harkeſſed, and Nc 
Zoos, turned back in the day of battle ? Will zs leave 

few of your brethrew to ſtand alone, againſt all the hoſts 
-of the aliens? O ſay not, this is too heavy a croſs: 
I have not ſtrength or courage to bear it. True; not 
of yourfelf, But you that believe, can do all things thro? 
Cbriſt flrengthening you. I thou cant Beliewe, all things 
are poſſible to him that bBelieueth. No croſs is too heavy 


for s to bear, knowing they that aer <vith him, Hull 


reigu with him. Say not, Nay, but I cannot beur 


to be Angular. Then you cannot enter into the * 2 | 


dom of heaven. No one enters there but through the 
warrow way. And all that walk in this, are ſingular. 
Say not, But I cannot endure the reproach, the odious 
name of an Informer. And did any man ever ſave his 
Foul, that was not æ y- wor, and a proverb of reproach ? 
Neither canſt thou ever fave thine, unlefs thou art wit- 
ling, that men: ſhould ſay all manner of evil of thee. Suy 
not, „But if Lam active in this work, I ſhall loſe not 
only my reputation, but my friends, my cuſtomers; my 
-buſinets, my ' livelihood, ſo that I ſhall be brought to 
3 Thou ſhalt not: thou canſt not: it is abſo- 
Iutely impoſſible, unleſs God himſelf chuſeth it. For 


his kingdom ruleth over. all, and the very hairs of thy bead 


ure all numbered, But jf the wiſe, the-gracious God 
chuſe it for thee, wilt thou murmur or complain? Wilt 
thou not rather ſay, The cup which my Father hath giwen 
ma, Hull [not drink ut? If you ſuffer for Chrift, happy are 
you ide ſpirit ef glory an of Chriſt ſhall reſ upon you. 
Say not, 7 would fuffer all things, but my wife will 
not conſent to it. And certainly a man ought to leave 
Father and mother, and all, and cleave to his wife,” 


nat 
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not to leave Him for his wife. He is not to leave any 
duty undone, for the deareſt relative, Our Lord himſelf 
hath ſaid in this very ſenſe, If any man loveth father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, more than me, he is not wor- 
thy f me Say not Well, I would forſake all for 
 MChriſt. But one duty muſt not hinder another. And 
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this would frequently hinder my attending Public 
Worſhip.” Sometimes it probably would. Go then 
and learn what that meaneth, I will Gave mercy and not 
acrifite, And whatever is loſt by ſnhe wing this merey, 
God will repay ſeven-fold into thy boſom. Say not, 
„% But I ſhall hurt my own ſoul, I am a young man; 
and by taking up looſe women, I ſhould expoſe myſelf 
to temptation.” Yes, if you did this in your own 
ſtrength, or for your own. pleaſure. But that is not the 
caſe, You truſt in God: and you aim at gleafing him 
only, And if he ſhould call you even iſſto the midſt 
of a burning fiery furnace, though thou walkeft thr 

the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, neithcr ſhall the flames kin- 
ale npon thee, © True; if he called me into the furnace. 
But I do not ſee that I am called to this.” Perhaps 
thou art not willing to ſee it. However, if thou waſt 
not called before, f call thee ow, in the name of Chriſt: 
take up thy croſs and follow Him. Reaſon no more 
with fleſh and blood, but now reſolve to caſt in thy 
lot, with the moſt deſpiſed, the moſt infamous of his 
followers, the filth and offscouring of the world. I call 
thee in particular, who didſt once ſtrengthen their 
hands, but fince art drawn back. Take courage ! Be 
ſtrong ! Fulfil their joy, by returning with heart and 
hand, Let it appear, thou departed/# for a ſeaſon, that 
they might receive thee. again for ever. O be not diſobe- 
dient io the heavenly calling! And as for all of you, who 
know whereunto ye are called, count ye all things loſs, 
ſo ye may fave one ſoul, for which Chriſt died. And 
therein tate no thought forthe morrow, but caſt all your 
care on Him that careth for you. Commit your ſouls, bo- 
dies, {ubſtance, all, to Him, as wnto a merciful and 
Jaitbful Creator. 
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|| I Item. A. B. do hereby gire and bequeath the tum 
U I of L unto the Treaſurer, for the 
10 time being, of a voluntary ſociety, commonly called, 
or known by the name of The. Society for Reformation of 
10 Manners, (Which Society doth now uſually meet in 
Se. Martins le Grand, near Newgate-Street, London) the 
i; fame to be paid within months after my deceaſe 

Wk and to be applied to the uſes and purpoſes of the ſaid 
18880 


Subſcriptions and Donations are taken in by 


London. 

Mr. Edward Webber, near the Eaft-[nfia- Houſe, 
Mr. Villiam Park, in Holiawell-Street, Strand. 

| Mr. Crook, Great Turn-Stile, Holborn, 

Mr. Oo, in St. Martin's Court, near Leicefter- Fields. 


i p Meſſrs. Williams and Bellamy, near the Manfion-Houfe,. 
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